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Woodhands is an electro-pop duo with a relentlessly energetic live-show and a total 
disdain for anything but balls-to-the-wall, dirty, sexy dance parties.  The brainchild of Dan 
Werb (vocals, synths, drum machines) and Paul Banwatt (drums, vocals), Woodhands 
has gathered national press in Canada and was tagged as one of 5 bands to watch in 
2008 by Exclaim! Magazine.  This buzz has been built almost entirely on their live show, 
which is carried out without the help of pre-recorded samples or laptops.  Instead, 
Woodhands create the music from scratch just like old-fashioned rock bands, and 
manage to steal some of the swagger of glam rock along the way.  Armed with a 
decidedly unironic keytar, dirty analog synths and complex but danceable beats, 
Woodhands are hell-bent on connecting with their audience and getting the room 
bouncing.  Combine that with an exuberant and nerd-infused sexiness, and itôs no 
wonder that theyôve been dubbed ñas close to a two-headed indie Timberlake as it getsò 
(Exclaim!, Dec 2007). 
 
Woodhands began as Dan Werbôs solo bedroom recording project (culminating in a 
critically-acclaimed, self-released album in 2004), but after stints in Montreal, Vancouver 
(Werbôs hometown), and Paris, he moved to Toronto.  He quickly became ensconced in 
Torontoôs fertile indie rock scene as a keyboard player in a number of indie rock bands, 
and in August 2006 he connected with ubiquitous drummer Paul Banwatt at a rock show.  
The pair were soon playing live together, their first show being at an illegal Halloween 
party in 2006, where they opened for Holy Fuck in the mud-filled and extremely 
condemned Don Valley Brickworks factory.  This dangerous setting may have been the 
inspiration for their refusal to play shows with any kind of safety net (read: laptop). 
 
Heart Attack is the first album from Woodhands on Paper Bag Records.  There are ten 
songs on it- nine absolute bangers and the one requisite slow jam. Coupled with the 
band's notorious live show, all have been responsible for the barrage of cover stories 
and feature articles that have focused around the band since the album's initial 
Canadian release in April. 
 
2008 ended off with some dates with the Juan Maclean, We Are Wolves, and a 
Canadian tour with Cadence Weapon (anti/epitaph), with a rawkus party at POP 
Montreal thrown in for good measure that featured a fun collaboration with our good 
friends up from LA, hip hop duo The Knux. After a quick breather for an iTunes live 
session recording that will be released in March, the guys continued their adventures on 
the road all the way out to Tokyo, Japan on the invitation of Creative Man (Summer 
Sonic Festival) and returned home to find themselves on a slew of "Best Of 2008" 
yearend lists including "Best Electro Album" from iTunes Canada and "Most Memorable 
Live Show" from MuchMusic. 
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WOODHANDS 2008 Tour Dates: 
 
12-Jan Toronto, ON ï Teranga 
10-Feb Hamilton, ON - Casbah 
15-Feb Brampton, ON - Brampton Indie Arts Festival 
29-Feb Montreal, QC - Just For Laughs Studio, Art Matters Festival Opening Party  
29-Feb Montreal, QC - Green Room (DJ Set) 
4-Mar Toronto, ON - Wrongbar w/Sally Shapiro (DJ Set)       w/ Sally Shapiro 
7-Mar Toronto, ON - The Drake (CMW)  
11-Mar Austin, TX - Spiderhouse, Soundcheck Magazine Party (SXSW) 
12-Mar Austin, TX - Habana Calle 6 Patio, Paper Bag Records Showcase (SXSW) 
14-Mar Austin, TX - Hole In The Wall (SXSW) 
15-Mar Austin, TX - Cream Vintage (SXSW) 
28-Mar Peterborough, ON - The Spill  
29-Mar Waterloo, ON - Starlight  
1-Apr Kingston, ON - Queen St. United Church  
3-Apr Toronto, ON - Wrongbar (CD Release) 
4-Apr London, ON - Alex P Keaton  
6-Apr Madison, WI - Project Lodge 
7-Apr Winnipeg, MB - The Rocker  
8-Apr Saskatoon, SK - Amigos  
9-Apr Calgary, AB - The Gateway 
10-Apr Kelowna, BC - Doc's 
11-Apr Vancouver, BC - Astoria  
12-Apr Vancouver, BC - Peanut Gallery  
13-Apr Edmonton, AB - Jekyll & Hyde  
16-Apr Thunder Bay, ON - Apollo  
19-Apr Montreal, QC - Club Lambi  
20-Apr Ottawa, ON - Zaphod Beeblebrox w/ Cargo Field, We Fled Cairo 
21-Apr Quebec City, QC - Le Cercle  
22-Apr Charlottetown, PEI - Baba's  
23-Apr Halifax, NS - Gus' Pub 
24-Apr Boston, MA - Hennessey's Upstairs 
25-Apr NYC, NY - Le Royale 
26-Apr NYC, NY - The National Underground 
27-Apr Philadelphia, PA - The Fire 
28-Apr Pittsburgh, PA - Garfield Artworks w/ Ra Ra Riot, Little Ones 
1-May Toronto, ON - Sneaky Dee's (Over The Top Festival)  
2-May Guelph, ON - E-Bar 
3-May Hamilton, ON - Pepper Jack Café 
19-May Kingston, ON - Artel 
28-30-May Beijing, China - Transmit China 
6-June Chicago, IL ï Subterranean w/ Aleks & The Drummer 
19-June Brooklyn, NY - Studio B w/ Crystal Castles 
29-June Montreal, QC - Metropolis, Montreal Jazz Festival w/ We Are Wolves 
5-Jul Toronto, ON - Beats, Breaks & Culture at Harbourfront Centre 
1-Aug Montreal, QC - Osheaga/MEG Festival 
9-Aug Whistler, BC - Crankworx Mountain Bike Festival 
9-Aug Whistler, BC - Kokanee After Dark 
12-Aug Montreal, QC - Apple Store Opening 
21-Aug Guelph, ON ï Ebar w/ Green Go 
22-Aug Ottawa, ON - I (heart) Music Festival w/ Ruby Coast, Hollerado and The Gales 
23-Aug Toronto, ON - Burroughs Building w/ Lioness, Vitaminsforyou 
5-Sep Chicago, IL ï Empty Bottle w/ The Juan Maclean, Holy Ghost 
13-Sep Los Angeles, CA ï On The Rox w/ The Knux 
19-Sep London, ON -LOLA Festival w/ We Are Wolves 
25-Sep Vancouver, BC - Richardôs on Richards w/ Cadence Weapon 
01-Oct Montreal, QC ï Pop Montreal @ Portuguese Association 
02-Oct Calgary, AB - The Marquee w/ Cadence Weapon 
03-Oct Edmonton, AB - Starlite Room w/ Cadence Weapon 
04-Oct Saskatoon, SK ï Amigos w/ Cadence Weapon 
05-Oct    Winnipeg, MB - The Lo Pub w/ Cadence Weapon 
08-Oct    Guelph, ON - Van Goghôs Ear w/ Cadence Weapon 
09-Oct    Toronto, ON - Leeôs Palace w/ Cadence Weapon 
10-Oct   Ottawa, ON ï Babylon w/ Cadence Weapon 
11-Oct   Montreal, QC ïZoobizarre w/ Cadence Weapon 
12-Oct   Quebec City, QC - La Ninkasi w/ Cadence Weapon 
24-Oct   Halifax, NS - Coconut Grove-Halifax Pop Explosion 



06-Nov    Hamilton, ON ï Casbah w/ The DôUbervilles  
07-Nov    Kingston, ON - Grad Club w/ The DôUbervilles   
08-Nov   Peterborough, ON - Montreal House w/ The DôUbervilles 
12-Nov Tokyo, Japan ï Duo Exchange 
14-Nov Tokyo, Japan ï Hard To Explain Party  
20-Nov London, ON ï Salt Lounge w/ The DôUbervilles 
21-Nov Montreal, QC ï M for Montreal Conference, Studio Juste Pour Rire 
22-Nov Waterloo, ON ï Starlight w/ The DôUbervilles 
23-Nov Windsor, ON ï Phog Lounge w/ The DôUbervilles 
03-Dec Vancouver, BC ï UBC Gallery 
04-Dec Vancouver, BC ï Transmission Conference 
06-Dec Victoria, BC ï Lucky Bar 
31-Dec Hamilton, ON ï Pepper Jack Café 
 

 
2009 Tour Dates 
 
15-Jan Sackville, NB ï Stereophonic Festival 
16-Jan Halifax, NS- The Marquee 
17-Jan Fredericton, NB ï The Capital 
12-Feb Brooklyn, NY- Death By Audio party 
13-Feb New York City, NY- Webster Hall w/ Michna 
18-Feb Quebec City, QC- Le Cercle w/ Creature 
20-Feb Montreal, QC- Club Soda w/ Creature 
21-Feb Sherbrooke, QC- Telephone Rouge w/ Creature 

 
 
Some Words From The Press: 
 
 
By far the toppest of my tips is Woodhands. Energetic synthy new wave 'Montreal sound', but 
with added bite and more than a bit of Soulwax about it, their energetic show is the highlight of an 
above-average programme. Their album 'Heart Attack', out through Paper Bag records, however, 
is even better, and what M For Montreal's industry catchphrase 'export readiness' was coined for. 
Their song 'I Wasn't Made For Fighting' can and should be a hit on indie dancefloors the world 
over. - NME on Woodhandsô M for Montreal showcase 
 
If you combine recorded output with live shows, there might not be a better band around than 
Toronto's Woodhands. Their set was the one instance during the night where it seemed kosher to 
dance amongst a crowd of crotchety music execs. After catching them opening for We Are 
Wolves at this year's International Jazz Festival and their own headlining set at Pop Montreal, it 
can be safely said Woodhands are one of this country's best and most consistent live groups.  
ï Chartattack 
 
Woodhandsô song, ñI Wasnôt Made For Fighting,ò is good enough to get a dance party started 
even on a Tuesday! ïHypeful 
 
Every so often, Canada gives us indie-pop addicts a new drug; this year itôs called Woodhands. ï
Venus Line 
 
Woodhands packed the dance floor in the half-full club and launched into Be Back Soon. It wasnôt 
long before everyone started getting keytarded to Dan Werbôs geeky-club synths and Paul 
Banwattôs lively upfront drumming. ï NOW Magazine 
 
Paul Banwatt and Dan Werb bring out the crazy in young women and men only minutes into any 
nighttime set I've seen them play here in Canada. ïNarratives 
 
Heart Attackôs love sexy electro jams are anything but dim-witted dance-floor fodder. With keytar 
in hand, vocalist Dan Werb and his yelping Prince-like delivery lead Banwattôs frantic live-kit 
rhythms into a raw intensity rarely heard in electronic music. Itôs an intense real-time approach 
that hits hard and gives a whole new meaning to the term ñbanging.ò ïExclaim  
 
 

 

http://www.woodhands.com/


 

 

  

TheStar.com | entertainment | 
Woodhands: They're keytar players, not fighters 

 
LUCAS OLENIUK/TORONTO STAR 

Woodhands' Paul Banwatt, left, and Dan Werb are debating whether to verbally brawl 
with rocker Danko Jones.  
 

Woodhands gets noticed as an electronic duo that dares 
to have fun 

 
May 01, 2008 04:30 AM  
BEN RAYNER  
POP MUSIC CRITIC 
 
Woodhands are in a quandary: should they take the bait and commence a verbal brawl 
with notorious expat-Torontonian crank Danko Jones, or suck up their bruised feelings 
and carry on, mutely pretending nothing has happened? 

A pair of bookish souls already on record asserting "I Wasn't Made for Fighting," Dan 
Werb and Paul Banwatt concede they have little interest in pursuing a public squabble 
with a paragon of rock 'n' roll virility like Jones. 

They've never even met the guy, for one thing. Still, they've felt somewhat wounded and 
perturbed ï mainly wounded ï since Jones used his Canadian Music Week set in March 
to level a pointed diss in Woodhands' direction, apparently because he harborôs a 
resentment toward keyboards and the hated "synth-rock duos" who make music with 
them and, thus, found a readymade target in a younger act ï wielding that outré '80s 
accessory the "keytar," no less ï that was then loudly stealing some of his band's 
homecoming festival "buzz."  

RECENT PRESS  CLIPPINGS  FOR WOODHANDS AND HEART ATTAC K 
 

 
 

http://www.thestar.com/opinion/columnists/94639


"This is what I want to say: Danko, why you got to hate on us? Why you got to hate on 
us?" says Werb, downing a late-afternoon pint with Banwatt in a Bloor St. pub. "Danko 
Jones, where's the love?" 

Taking on Danko is, it should be noted, a source of wry self-amusement for the 
Woodhands chaps.  

The challenge, after all, arises in nearly the same breath as Werb's proclamation that 
he'd like to "spoon a dead fawn" in a future video.  

Yes, Woodhands is funny pair. But the duo's droll, self-deprecating manner detracts in 
no way from the all-business, dance-or-else! Ferocity that has come to characterize its 
musical sparring during the year and a half since Banwatt's presence transformed 
Woodhands from a tentative, bedroom-electronica solo pursuit by Werb into one of 
Toronto's most reliable party starters. 

Vancouver native Werb has steered the project through various directions and 
membership configurations in his hometown, in Montreal, in Paris and the more recently 
adopted staging ground of Toronto, but it wasn't until he crossed paths with "sh-- hot 
drummer" Banwatt in 2006 that the "rock" would join forces with his synths. 

An invitation to jam revealed a shared ability to improvise around not just each other, but 
also the programmatic whims of their "third member," a drum machine. By the beginning 
of last year, Woodhands had all but dispensed with its former down-tempo inclinations 
and hardened into a raw, tautly grooving outlet for nascent front man Werb's lust-
propelled ravings.  

"I think the very idea that Paul would want into this project brought me so much 
confidence," says Werb. "Just having someone else say, `this is cool. This is worth 
spending time pursuing.' That immediately made me excited. 

"And it was cool to meet a drummer who was willing to, in a way, remove his ego. I've 
played with drummers before in a number of bands where I'd say, `Wouldn't it be 
awesome to have a drum machine in this song?' And the drummer would always be, 
like: `No. Terrible idea. I'm the drummer. There's no need to replace me with a 
machine.'" 

Last year's bug-eyed single, "Dancer," and a couple of raging Woodhands live shows 
were enough to win over Paper Bag Records, whose support finally persuaded the duo 
to hunker down in the studio with producer Roger Leavens last fall and thrash out the 
spastic, electro-rock outbursts that would become Heart Attack. 

The band nevertheless has its bristling performances, initially energized by Werb's 
purchase of an id liberating "keytar," to thank for the growing core of fans it had behind it 
before the album's release last month. 

"I think you expect electronic bands not to engage with the audience, on a certain level, 
whereas we're all about engagement with the audience.  

``I think that's the `rock' thing. I don't really listen to rock music, but I see how great rock 
front men engage with crowds. ... We just try to bring it as hard as we possibly can. And 
a lot of it is just ï well, it's cliché, but Paul and I have a ton of fun onstage." 

"And offstage," concurs Banwatt. "We get along remarkably well." 

Source: http://www.thestar.com/article/420108  

http://www.thestar.com/article/420108
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